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Y yours of the firſt ma, you require 

my Opinion about the. Prohibition Act, 

Terms maniifeſtly indicating your 

far and Concetn leaſt we ſhoujd be deprived 

of it. I know not whit Reaſons you may have 

bor fuch Apptebenfions ; and perhaps You and 

« JI never differ'd mote then in the Matter of the 

preſent '$obje& 3 about which 1 ſhall honeſtly 
and plaitily give you my Thoughts, and handle 

the P6irit with that Freedom and Sincerity 

which the Weight of the Subject deſerves, be- 

ing under no Reſtriction that I know. of to the 

contfary. To which Purpoſe 1 ſhall hy down. 

the Two following Poſitions. 
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1. That the A& of Parliament - prohibiting 
the Uſe of the Manufactured Silks, Oc. of In- 
dia, China, and Perſia, in this Nation, is one 
of the happieſt and beſt. Laws we y 
lating to Trade. 


II. That we are not in * Danger of loſing 
it ;.that-is to ſay, that it is not like to be Re- 
pealed but of the contrafy, will Mahd firm 

and unſhaken to future Ages, "notwithſtanding 
the Deſigns and — of all its Adver 


faries; 


I. Fhat the ' Prohibition Act is one of the 
happieſt and * n we —_ r to 
Trade. 9 9 11 5 


Io prove chis 95 8 is 15 ing further Ne 
Elle, then to conſider the Circumftance and 
Condition of the Engliſh Manufactures for the 
Space of ſix or ſeven Years before and after 
that Law took Place, and fairly te int 
them together; by which the eceſlity, 
well as the Uſefulnefs of that Tale ble 405 
will evidently appear, to all Whey And un- 


W Perſons. 


Thie Places where theſe Wut kurs * 
the late Inundation of India Goods, more eſpe- 
cially flouriſhed, were London, Canterbury and 


_— rogerher with the Counties of Eſſz 
Suffolk 


3 ﬀ 
bl 


Sr r 


of the 
ting te o 


her Ne- 
nce and 
for the 
1d after 
compare 
ſlity, 25 
ble Ad, 
Lay we 


Ss, Ur 
ore eſpe 
bury and 
of Eſſex; 
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| Suffolk, Norfo _ Hartford and Cambridge, whoſe 
C 


Employment lefly conſiſted in e Tarn 
for LI and N. orwich, 


| 1 to Lend, the date: were 3 
Joſt by the coming in of Eaſt India Goods, for 
divers Years before the obtaining of the H rohi- 
bition; the Tradeſman generally undone, whole 


Streets uninhabited, many of our beſt Artiſts | 


left the Kingdom ; ſome went to Holland, ſome 
to Ireland, others to Scotland. Thoſe that re- 
main'd were not half employ'd ; the reſt redu- 
ced to the greateſt Extremities, of whom many 
begged their Bread, and were forced to be main- 


| tain d by their Pariſhes. 


had if it fared thus with London, it —__ | 


not be much better with Norwich, whoſe Nu- 
merous Families had nothing to depend on, but 
their own Manufactures, which thoſe of Indig 


fo directly oppoſe : No wonder therefore if the 


former ſunk, whilſt the other prevail'd, and 
leſs wonder ſtill, they ſhould fo heartily join 
with the ManufaQurers of London . to ſeck Re- 
lief where it was only to be had. 


| As for Canterbury, the Miſery of the People 
at the Time I ſpeak of, was ſcarce to be cre- 
dited, their Manufacture was intirely loſt and 
given up, the Manufacturers fled from their 
Habitat ions in ſuch Multitudes, that at the 
"ug the * Act palled, that famous 
A 3 wy 


* 


e St od IE di JN 
City was reduced from neger @ Thonſand, te 
YU MOY- TEHESHI meint, 


* 
. 
o 


about Fifty Looms. © 


hs | 
Irrer . Non ?! 


” 
«4 


_ chiefly upon London and Norwich, © buying 


India, China and Perſia, but were forced to con- 
vey both our Art and our Hands to. Foreign 
Countries, unhappily teaching them to fight us 
BY at our own Weapons, and to be Maſters -of all 
| our Myſtery, and all our Trade at the fame Tine. 
| And of what Conſequence this might have been 

to Great Britain, woful Experience would -be- 
fore this have taught us all, had not the Legi- 
Native Power 1ptervened, and prevented 13 by 
this happy, feaſonable and uſeful 44, 


% 44 A 1 


Loet us now take a View of the preſent State 
| and Condition of Trade m the Places and Coun- 
| ſtiies aforemention'd, that were thus Sunk, De- 

ſerted and Depopulated by theſe Indian Manu- 
„ 0 / anno coma mage 
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Fightzen Months given by the Act to the Deal 
ers in thoſe Commadities, to diſpoſe of the vaft. 
Quantities of them which were then in the Na 
tion, together with the Influence of the Cm 
-anics, and the Bent of all Sorts. and Degrees-of 
People towards theſe. Goods, did neceſfarily; 
ſuſpend for ſome Time the Deſign and Influence 
of this Law ; yet, God be thanked, the Time 
is now come, when all Men that do not ſhut 


their Eyes, both ſee and feel the Benefit and 


Advantage of it. It cannot be expected that any 
Thing in the World can reſtore the Manufa- 
ctures of Great Britain to their ſull Advantage 
and Height, ſo long as the War continues; and 
we muſt be all content to ſubmit to the Common 


Inconveniencies, till Peace be reſtored to Europe. 


But as far-as our preſent Circumſtances will ad- 
mit, this ſeaſonable Act has relieved us; and I 


dare adventure to ſay, effectually too, as plainly 


appears 1n the following Inſtances. 


uin London, the Maker has a: Market for his 


Goods, Artiſts and Work- men are return d fram 
the Places of their Diſperſion, and find a full En- 
ployment for all their Hands; the empty Streets 
and Houſes are again Inhabited, and higher 


Rents paid for them than before. Several New 


Species of Manufactures ſet up, and every Day 


' mcreafing and improving upon our Hands; a great 


Part of which are Exported to our Neighbaurs, 
and as much in Vogue with them as they are in 
| A 4 Falhion 


And tho it muſt be own'd that the Space of: 


ö 
' 


4 + Sr 
Faſhion with us: And I doubt not, but fhe 


Export of theſe Goods will be much higher yet, 
if we continue the general Uſe and Faſhion of 
them at Home; for it muſt always be noted, 


That Faſbions generally reach as far as the Hon- 
our and Reputation of a Nation Influenceth, of 


which we have too pregnant an Inſtance in a 


Neighbouring Country. 


Norwich gets up again apace; they have a 
Market for their Goods, and Employment for 
their Hands, and their Circumſtance being the 
ſame, it fares with them juſt as it does with 
London. They fell, and Thanks be to God and 
our Legiſlators, they are riſen together. 


The Caſe muſt needs be the ſame alſo with 
Reſpect to the ſeveral Counties, whoſe Employ- 
ment depends upon London and Norwich. as 
before was. noted; ' ſo that there needs nothing 
more to be Remarked in Relation to them, then 


that their Affairs are Reſtored and Retrieved in 


an exact Proportion to that of thoſe Iwo great 
Mario. VE 


As for Canterbury, the Influence of this Act 
is more vifibly ſeen there, than in any Place in 
the Nation. That City was even become Deſo- 
late; they are now return d to their Homes, as 
as before they left them, in Shoals and Compa- 
mes. Their Houſes and their Bellies are full. 
They rather want Hands then Work; 8 
1 * 2 BY 5 1. 5 5 Tt — * „ , 8 | there 


the 


* 


5 


there is at this Day neither Complaint nor Decay 
amongſt them for lack of Employment. 


We ought now to confider this Law as it 


Effects the Nation in general, in its Merchan- 
dizes, Manufaftures and Lands. But I muſt be 
very ſhort in theſe Particulars. And I think I 


need take Notice of the Turky and Italian Mer- 
chants only, under the firſt Head; who like all 
other Exporters, cannot poſſibly carry their Trade 
farther than the Vend f their Imports will Sup- 
port. And I take it to be Demonſtration that 
theſe Gentlemen muſt long ſince have laid down 
the greateſt Part of their Buſineſs, if this Law 
had not interven d. Our Silken Manufacture at 
Home was both ſupplanted and ſupplied by In- 


dian Goods. Upon which Account we could _ 


have no Demand or Occaſion for Raw Silks 
from Turky and Italy, and ſetting that Commo- 
dity aſide, there are no other Effects in thoſe 
Countries, ſufficient to carry on a Valuable 
Trade, that can be diſpoſed of in Great Britain. 
* we are intirely indebted to this Act for 


the moſt, both of our Exports and Imports, 


to and from thoſe Places; the Advantage and 


Profit of which redounds to the Manufacturer as 
well as to the Merchant; ſo that we are at 


once beholding to this Law, under the preſent 
Head of our Conſideration, for the Circulation 
of our Money, the Preſervation of onr Com- 
merce, and the Employment of our People. 
But there are pther Advantages that attend * 


AR,” which the People of Leeds, Halifax, Mal- 
field, Beedal, and other Places in Yorkſhire par- 


e of ; where New Manufactures are ſet up 

r Taru, great. Quantities of which are ſent 
every Week to London and Norwich, and are 
there Manufactured. Many other Places like- 
wiſe in Great Britain have begun other Manu- 
factures, which are like to prove more or leſs 
Profitable, according to the Skill of the Di- 


& 


rectors; all Hands here find Work. There is 
no want in theſe Places of publick Work- 


Houſes for the Willing Labourer of any Sex, 
oo ͤ ß 
It would be wafting of Time to ſhew that 
that this Law is of great Advantage to the 
Landed Men of the Nation. I am perſwaded 


there is not one Gentleman of an Eſtate in it, 
that is not throughly convinced of the Truth of 


the Aſſertion. But that nothing tay paſs Gra- 
tis diFum, let it only be conſider d, That this 
Hand can neither increaſe nor ſupport its 
Riches, but by Trade and Commerce. This is 
the Life and Blood of the Nation, which as 
from the Heart, diſperſeth and communicates 
Vigour and Influence to the Whole, and every 
Branch and Member of it. And fo far as this 
Law has retriev'd,: reviv'd and 'improv'd our 
| Manufactures, ſo far as it has enabled us to con- 
tinue and increaſe our Proſſtable Exports, and 
the Produce of them; ſo far as it has recalled 


our Exiles, and ſtrengthen'd our Hands, - ſo far 


( 11 ) 

i: Jas adoaritaged' our Lands, increaſed our 
Rents, and enabled the Tehants to pay both 
the QUEEN and the Landlord. f hope 
there is now enough ſaid, and nothing ſaid but 
Matter of Fact, to ſupport and eftabliſh-my firſt 
Poſition concerning the Uſefulneſs and Value 
of this happy Law ; and there is nothing left 
under this Head, but te return our juſt Rc- 
know ledgments to thoſe Worthy Patriots, who 
received ſo kindly the Application of the Diſtreſ⸗ 
ſed ; apprehended ſo clearly the Cauſe of 'thoir 
Miſery ; relieved fo ſeaſonably 2 ſinking- People; 
and eftabliſh'd ſo firmly this glorious Law, May 
the Bleſſings of Heaven attend them and their 
Poſterity, and be as laſting as the happy Effects 
JJ. BEL. 


It is time now to eſtabliſh the ſecond Poſiti- 
on. And the, very repeating of it, will I hope 
make the Talk eafie enough. It runs thus. 

2, We are not in any Danger of loſing this 
AR, that is to fay, it is not like to be Re- 
peaPd : But on the contrary, will ſtand firm 
and unſhaken to future Ages, notwithſtanding . 


the Deſigns and Attempts of its Adverſaries, 


I, And firſt 1 think this A& will ſtand by 
reaſon of its own intrinſick Worth and Value. 


II. Becauſe its Enemies are few, - | 
| III, Be- 


6. 


III. Becauſe they who ſhall attempt to Repea] 
it, may find the Task more Difficult then they 
are aware af. 


1 Iv. Becauſe of the Miſery and Deſolat ion t he 
Repealing it would occaſion. + 


. 1. As to the firſt Reaſon why the Act ſhould 

ſtand, I need not ſay any Thing here; the 

whole foregoing Diſcourſe, being a Demonſtra- 

_— of its Worth, Value and Uſefulneſs to this 
ation. | | 


2. And as to the ſecond Reaſon, unleſs the 
Ladies be reckon'd in the Number, I believe 
the Aſſertion is actually and Irterally true. Few 
—_ they are, if compared with the Number 
or Value of thoſe for whoſe ſake the Bill was 
Ena#ed; I ſpeak Politically, for by the latter, 
1 mean not only the Manufactures, but the whole 
Nation. After all, I am more at a loſs to know 
who are Enemies to this Law, then in concern 


bow '- Ts * 


But I muſt crave leave to ſay, that People may 


— 


fear where no Fear is, and fancy they are in 


Danger, when no body defigns to hurt them; 
and excepting ſome Rumors about the Town, 


perhaps induſtriouſly ſpread Abroad, to try the 


Temper of the People; I have good reaſon to 
believe this to be the true State of the TR. 
4 GR a. * 
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The Faft-India Companies are made up of the 
Wealthieſt Merchants and Gentry of the Nati- 
on, who have large Eſtates, and great Stakes in 
the Government': I hope moſt of them, I am 
ſure ſome of them, have the Welfare and Proſ- 
perity of their Country more at Heart than to 
to Wiſh, much leſs to Endeavour the Repealing 
of this Aﬀ ; and it is my teal Opinion, that 
there is no ſuch Deſign on Foot, I cannot think 
ſo hardly of theſe Gentlemen, and there can be 
no Danger from any other Quarter. But ſup- 


| Poſing, not allowing the worſt of the Caſe, I 
muſt ſtill add, i, 


3. Even the united Company it ſelf, Strong 

and Potent as it is, might, and I hope wœuld 
miſcarry in the Attempt. The Matter in con- 
teſt would then be, Whether the Nation ſhould 
fink that the Company mght riſe £ Whether the 
Staple Manufattires of Great Britain ſhould be 
once more deſtroyed, to exalt the tempting: Exceſſes 


of India, China and Perſia > Whether our beſt Ar- 


riment to Inftrut 


tifts ſhould make 4 Second Exp 
ſcries and Improve 


our Neig hbours in our 


ments, that we nay ſtarve more Luxuriouſly in 
Indian-Habits Whether we ſhould: Empty our 


ſelves of our Numbers and Strength to mate more 


room for prohibited Goode? And whether the 

= trhole miſt be Impoverifi/d to Enrich a few 2 If 
_ "theſe Things can be digeſted; ſuch an Attempt 
might poſſibly prevail. But in the mean time, 

1 chink we are ſafe enough; and I think we are 


fo, 


Can). 


fo, becauſe wo are 
of dur Tun, hoſe that male this Law 


Have Power to preſerve it; and the Value: of it 


235 tob precious to part with for ſuch Gugaws as 
we mbſt: have in Exchange for it; eſpecially 
when by loofing it, we intail upen the, Nation 
3 deluge: of Miſeries as dre hinted above. 

Not thatiall the Misfortunes that would come 
upon us are there chumerated ; there are others 
yet bohind that would effectually do our -Buſi- 


neſt, and render vs as compleatiy miſerable as 


our Grarid Enemy could Wiſtul! and our- . 

Folly deſerve. Gf theſe I will only mention 
Three, as ſo many ſtanding Arguments for my 
Fourth Neaſon 
pealed, via. Becauſe of the liter: and; Drlole 


| tion Rr domiſlön. A nfs Jl 


N R . ” > 
* 4 1 Ti 4 


. Ehirſe Ehvee 1 Fe carrying 
out of all-our Bullion. The: ſuddenneſs of: 58 
. Conſequences of i it. 


W ES 4 \$4 < $4 544 52 it 


It cannot be belgien the preſent T: N to 
In Indie under all t#Reſtritions, requires an Er- 
rt of ailion much+. greater not. on than the 


— — 


Notion. c ſpare, 


Nov if this Act were Repealed, it muſt be in 


favour of the Companies, and on purpoſe to en- 


large their Trade — Dealing with thoſe Coun- | 
tries. This muft of courſe require a greater Ex- 


port of Bulhon, which as our Caſe ſtands, can 


de no otherwiſe. _ but from the Coin: 
a * 


in the Honour and Fulle 


why this Ac wl not he Re- 


e, ende then it pojjeſſeth. 


_ occafion, is much fitter for 


* 


(Cs 


which: ſingle point confideredj! is of the taſk 


. Conſequence to this Nation, and needs no. Ap- 
plieation. 


I ſuppoſe every Body will readihy 
grant, That the Companies Traded to: Iadiæ 
much higher for ths Seven Yeats: preceding the 


Act, than in the Seven Years that followed it 5 


the Conſequence of which neceſſarily was, That 
in the former Seven Tears _ carried out ſeoe- 
ral Hundred Thouſand Pounds: per Annum: i» 
Bullion, more 551 in the latter: Which Suni, 
whatever it _ 18 ww wo: us pony 100 00s. 


of this A. 


The ſuddenneſs a the bien i is a ning 4 


ticle. The Manufacturers Lively hood was not 


heretofore ſnatched from them at one Stroke, 
as it would be in this Caſe; they were enured 
to Want, and learned to Starve by degrees; but 
by Repealing this Act, Poverty would come: 
them like an armed. Man ; ſuddenly, mevicably; 
and chere. would-be 078 to Belp And what Per- 
y, what Deſolatibon 3 nay, 
what — — — all this migiit 
private Reflection, 
than publick Re preſentation. I love not to 
mention the 2 of ſuch H cer, and en 
to think ow they would End. 62000 | 


adv# JI. Awe 


| Since therefore there is ſo much Good — — 
dy procured by this Jau, and ſo much more to 
be expected; ſince ſuch Miſery muſt ndeds at- 


| tend the Repeal of 1 it, and perhaps more than is 


fit 
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| fit to be ſuggeſted. - Why ſhould it be Ima- 
gined, much leſs Credited, That the Thing can 

de effected, or ever will be attempted ? *Tis too 

hard and injurious a Thought upon the Gp - 


nics ; and tis a diſhonourable and unworthy 


flection upon the Government. It will not, it 
never can be; tis raving and phrenſie to ſup- 
poſe it, becauſe it would be madneſs, and a ju- 
dicial Deſertion to Deſign it ; tis putting an 
End to the War the ſborteſt Way. In ſhort, tis 
French Slavery, and Wooden Shooes all over. 
I will only add, That ſo long as we. are Bleft 


with our preſent Conſtitution, and a Brittiſb Par- 


liament; ſo long 1 verily believe, this Act will 
ftand firm and unſhaken ;, that is, I hope and 


cruſt, ſo long as the Sun and Moon endureth. 


Thus 1 have done with the main part of your 


Letter; there is nothing now behind but to 


Conſider the Four Arguments, for the ſetting 
aſide this Bill, which you ſay you find ſo often 
in ſome Peoples Mouths. In Fruth, theſe Ar- 
guments as you are pleaſed to call them, are not 
only fo Weak, but fo Provoking, that I ſcarce 
know with what Language to treat them; but 
becauſe you requeſt it, I will ſet them down, 


and endeavour to Expoſe them as they well de- 


ferve. 


Object. 1. It ſeems, the Exports of our Wook 
kn Manufactures are leſſened ſince this Act 
was made. 


ur 


(6170 


bs bs "Oar May: of Woof Silk from our 

n ee are in increaſed, * ”” 

5 By Rep epealing Alis Ad, it is not t deſi in- 
10 5 fake, Nay, the Employment of the Peo- 
11 to Gas the Prohibition into | 


Wine e or 7 6 4. 11 4 5 


4. The. Neceſſities, of the Nee require 
lg tobe e to > raiſe” a'F U N D for the 


VAN r 
* The feſt cf ths Argimetns is dove 
fly aid down, and would conclude no- 
thing, . it to be true. To convince 
jou. of this, I would only defire you to con- 
ider what Fatt of out Manufactures are leſs 
Exported then heretofore. If this be affirm- 
ed of, our Pine Manufactures made of Wool, 
and Silk an Wool, Tt is 4 Miſtake in Fat 
for there r ever was 4 Time w en ſo many of 
theſe, which directly oppoſe the Indian Goods, 


2 


were Exported to HO LL A ND, HA ME 


0 % ard PO RTV A, as of late 
Years.” And there is 4 plain Reaſon for the 
Encreaſe” of theſe Ex _ to wit, the _ 
Quantiry of prohibit a Manufackures ought 
into G RE AT BRITAIN, ſince that Act 
commenced : For fine that Time, dur ow n 
Fine Manufactures have ſupplied their Place 
both at Home and Abroad. And if it be af- 
— firmed 


much in this Article, for want of 


Miſchief cannot be imputed to any 
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firmed in reſpect only of our Courſer Wool - 


lens; all it will conclude is, that We ſuffer 

1 TRADE 
with the Spaniſh Dominions, which. no body 
will deny: But then this Misfortune is not 
to be imputed to the Prohibition AF, but to 
the Houſe of BO O RH O N's ſeizing of, and 
hindring our TRADE to thoſe Countries. 
2. As to the ſecond Argument, tis 19 — 


deny'd. Men may affirm what they pleaſe. 
Bur I infiſt upon it, and the Dealers in Fo- 


reign Silks know it to be true; That from 
the Year One, Thouſand Six Hundred and 
Sixty there never was ſo little of this Manu- 
facture imported into GREAT BRITAIN, 


as within theſe Six Years laſt paſt 3 and a 


great Part even of this too, is run in upon 


us by the Smugler and unfair Trader, with- 
out paying the Cuſtoms. The Brittiſh Ma- 


nufacturer pays in our own Markets, Ten of 


Fifteen Pound per. Cent. more for Raw Silk 


| than the Dutch do, by reaſon the latzet are 


the Cuſtoms. But this 
| not Deficien- 
ey in the Prohibition Ad, but to the want of 


allowed to draw ba 


due Care in paying the Cuſtoms upon the 
Imports of theſe Goods. back again, and the 
Practiſes of the unfair Dealer. g 
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3. The third Argument is boch Deceitful 
and alle, 


ſa, by prete ding to inſinuate, that a 
high Duty upon Indian Goods would ſecure 
the Manufacture at Home. It is ſomething 
ſtrange that the Manufacturer ſhould be ſecu- 
red hy that which deſtroys the Manufacture, 

tat a Weaver in Spittle-fields ſhould thrive 
the better, becauſe Indian Silks are Sold the 
Dearer. Alaſs it is not the Rate or Price, 
but the Quantity of theſe Goods that effects 
the Profit of the Importer, and the Ruin of 
the Manufacturer. And is it poflible, that 27 


Inpoſition can prevent great Quantities from 


coming in? It is not pretended, on the con- 
trary, an Impoſition is laid on purpoſe that 
they might be brought in. Nothing can keep 
them out but a Prohibition; and nothing can 
let them in but an Impoſition. Beſides, Expe- 
rience has taught us, that a high Duty is a 
Bait to ſome Men, that never fails to tempt 
them to defraud the Government, and preju- 
dice the Sure: and fair Dealer, And 
indeed rhE Fraud is but too Practicable, by 
pretending to Export them, and then running 
them in again; fo that whatever Price is pai 


by the Buyer for the Goods that have fairly 


paid the High Duty; to be ſure theſe that 
are Run may be afforded Cheap enough, en- 
tirely to deſtroy the Poor Remnant of Eriitiſb 
Manufacture, the other would leave us. Be- 
ſides, were theſe Commodities ſuch, as could 
B 2 not 
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India Sugars, 
American Colonies, which had the deſigned 
Efte&, and amounted to a Prohibition; z for 


1 


(%) 
not eaſihy he Run, and did they come from 
Ce 5 took off. Proportioha 
them; it were yet to, be confider'd what Duty 
ought. to be laid on them, to bring them up- 
on a Level with our ow1n Manufactures; for 
this muſt be done before the Maotfidure At 
Home can be ſecured. Now the Value of the 
Labour of the People of India bearing no 


greater Proportion to ours, then One does to 
Six; it follow, that to effect this Secu- 


rity, no leſs Impoſition can be laid on Faft- 
India Goods than Five Hundred Pound per 
Cert. as was done in the C AS E of the Faf- 
to ſecure the Produce of our 


ſince the Paſling of that A CT, none of thoſe 
Sugars have been conſumed in Great Britain. 

o not ſay, were this Impoſition. laid on, 
that the Briztiſh ManufaQures could be Se- 
cure; and it is plain, no Impoſition can make 


them ſo; for ſuch is the Fondneſſaf all Sorts 


of People for theſe Goods, that vaſt Quanti- 
ties of them. would go off, let the Price be 
Whas it Will. Nor does it at all concern the 


anufaQurer, at what Rate theſe Goods are 
Sold, it being. the Quantity, and the Oppoſi- 
zion, and not the Price that deſtroys us. And 
this Deſtruction of our Manufackures would 


al be more, Wy by the Running of the 
Goods, 


— 


e Quan- 
tities of our, own produce in Exchia e for 


ſigned 


3 for 


" thoſe 


ita, 
1d on, 
)e Se- 
make 
| Sorts 
uanti- 
ice be 
rn the 


ds are 


'ppoli- 


And 


would 
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foods, and the Practiſe of Smuglers and un- 


5 


fair Dealers, as before was noted. 


N 4. The fourth Argument is a Home one 
indeed; and if it be true, which God forbid, 


*is the beſt News the French King ever heard 


fince his Head was crown'd, and the worſt 


that ever befel this Nation. But pray, Sir, 
who are the Men that are ſo Bold as to aſſert, 
That the Neceſſities of the Nation require this to 
be done, to raiſe 4 Fund for the War 2 That is 
to ſay, that we are ſo Exhauſted, that a Year- 
ly Fund of 100000 J. cannot be found out 
without Repealing this Act. I cannot forbear 
to think that ſuch Notions as theſe, and ſo ſtu- 
diouſly adyanced, have a very evil Tendency 
in them, and are meant to diſpirit and diſcou- 
rage the People, to make them weary and diſ- 
ſatisfied with the Juſt and Neceſſary Meaſures 
we are ingaged in, and the Man igers of the 
War; to Expoſe the Nakedneſs of the Land to 
its Enemies, and to Weaken both the Hearts 
and Hangfgof its Friends. Ways and Mean: 
are Parliamentary Affairs; and it is fit the Me- 
thods of raiſing Money ſhould be left to thoſe 
whoſe Province it is to ſupply Her Majeſty's 
uſt Occaſions, and to take Care of the Subject. 

But if any Regard is to be had to the Aſſerti- 
on above, it would render theſe Two Things 
Incompatible; for if no Money can be raiſed 
without Repealing the Prohibition Act, either 
the Money mift be wanted, or the Nation muſt b: 
: 5 | ruined; 


rajzeds,. by either of which Accidents, the 
n Dh 8 Thi is the Di- 
. lemma theſe Gentlemen would bring us into; 
becauſe this is the Condition they would have 
it believed we are in. I have not Patience to 
. dwell any longer on this Subject ; but hope I 
may ſay with good Aſſurance that this War 
may and will be carry d on, and I hope effe- 
ually too, without running any great Riſque 
to the Nation; much more without expoſing 
| our Selves and Poſterity to utter Ruine, to 
5 Eſtabliſh a Fund for One Hundred Thouſand 


| I an Sir, | 
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